Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
2026 Special Order of Business
Soil Health on BLM and USFS

Whereas: the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and United States Forest Service (USFS), land
management agencies, as well as other agencies that manage land for grazing, have been recently
adopting policies that are not aligned with healthy soils principles, in fact, often cause erosion and
other impacts that degrade ecosystem function and land productivity,

Whereas: Increasing wildfire, drought, and other natural disasters make prioritization of healthy
soils on public lands urgent,

Whereas: BLM manages 155 million and the USFS manages 73.7 million acres of land in
agricultural production with grazing leases,

Whereas: the BLM and USFS has made it difficult, if not impossible, to uphold healthy soils
principles, even at no cost to these agencies, that would increase grass production and overall
ecosystem function, particularly on brittle Western landscapes,

Whereas: the BLM has designated certain Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) where continuation of
historical land management practices—such as discing and seeding, bush hogging, and the
application of solid-form herbicides—is allowed, however, in practice, has often denied these
activities simply because it is easier to say “no” than to support the continuation of necessary,
previously permitted management actions,

Whereas: the US congress has introduced the Voluntary Grazing Permit Retirement Act
(VGPRA), similar to the recently voted down Wildlife- Livestock Conflict Resolution Act (S. 2980),
which would allow for the retirement of BLM and USFS grazing allotments, removing livestock
grazing which is essential for the continuation of good soil health.

Therefore, be it resolved: that the BLM and USFS listen to the voices of knowledgeable ranchers
and other land use managers concerning the above-mentioned concerns, and

Therefore, be it further resolved: the BLM and USFS appoint a Soil Health Resource Advisory
Councils consisting of ranchers and other land use managers to consult in the implementation of
practices to prioritize soil health and ecosystem function, and

Therefore, be it further resolved: the BLM and USFS act quickly on establishing agendas to quickly
put these soil health practices into effect before it is too late and precious soil is lost to wind and
water erosion, and

Therefore, be it further resolved: the US Congress and Senate vote down and refrain from federal
legislation allowing for the donation and permanent retirement of grazing leases or permits on the
BLM and USFS by individuals permittees and/or private interest groups because of the potential
detriment to soil health by the removal of livestock from these lands.



