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INTRODUCTION
In the face of  natural  d isasters,  whether i t  be wi ldf i res,  f loods, or
severe storms, the safety and wel l -being of  l ivestock can be a
signi f icant concern for  farmers.  The unpredictable nature of  these
events requires preparedness, careful  p lanning, and a strong
network of  support  to ensure that both animals and people remain
safe.  This Livestock Evacuat ion Resource Guide has been developed
with the unique needs of  l ivestock farmers in mind, of fer ing
comprehensive checkl ists,  preparat ion t ips,  and vi ta l  informat ion to
assist  you in safeguarding your animals dur ing emergencies.  

This guide emphasizes the importance of  community and
col laborat ion,  recogniz ing that in t imes of  cr is is,  working together
with neighbors and local  networks can be the key to a successful
evacuat ion.  By foster ing strong relat ionships and having a plan in
place, farmers can better protect  their  l ivestock and their  l ivel ihoods,
even when disaster str ikes.

RESOURCE PROVIDED BY RMFU
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union (RMFU) is dedicated to the wel l -
being of  farmers,  ranchers,  and rural  communit ies.  Our v is ion is a
society in which fami ly farmers,  ranchers,  and their  communit ies
thr ive.  To this end, we str ive to provide pract ical  resources and
support  for  our members in t imes of  need. Natural  d isasters can be
devastat ing,  and we understand that farmers face unique chal lenges
when protect ing their  l ivestock and propert ies.

This evacuat ion resource is a testament to our commitment to the
safety and resi l ience of  the farming community.  By of fer ing th is
guide, RMFU aims to equip farmers wi th the knowledge and tools
they need to act  swif t ly  and ef fect ively dur ing emergencies.  We
bel ieve that wi th proper preparat ion and a strong community network,
you can face these chal lenges with conf idence and ensure the wel l -
being of  both your animals and your fami ly.   



EVACUATION 
PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST

Emergency contact  l is t  of  neighbors and evacuat ion team

Map of  property wi th animals and equipment located

Equipment such as t ra i lers,  ropes, crates,  etc.  prepared

Livestock and handlers pract iced loading into t ra i ler  and/or crates

Livestock ident i f icat ion,  ownership,  and proof of  insurance prepared

Contacted evacuat ion locat ion and establ ished relat ionships

Prepared animal suppl ies such as feed, hay, medicat ions,  etc.

Prepared people suppl ies such as gloves, boots,  f i rst-aid k i t ,  etc.

Continue the checklist with other items you want to have
prepared before an emergency:



THE ROLE OF NEIGHBORS
By prepar ing thoroughly and establ ishing a strong network wi th
your neighbors and community,  you can ensure that both your
animals and your l ivel ihood are protected dur ing an emergency.
Effect ive communicat ion,  detai led planning, and regular pract ice
wi l l  help make the evacuat ion process smoother and more
eff ic ient ,  even i f  others need to step in to help.  

Establishing Relationships with Neighbors

Name: Phone:

Address: Handle animals? Y /  N

Name: Phone:

Address: Handle animals? Y /  N

Name: Phone:

Address: Handle animals? Y /  N

Introduce yourself  and get to know your community:

Make an ef for t  to get to know your neighbors,  especial ly those
who also work in agr icul ture or have exper ience with l ivestock.  
At tend local  farming or community events where you can meet
other farmers and ranchers.  
Create a contact  l is t  of  nearby farmers,  ranchers,  and anyone
with l ivestock exper ience. Include phone numbers and addresses. 

Name: Phone:

Address: Handle animals? Y /  N



THE ROLE OF NEIGHBORS
Establishing Relationships with Neighbors

Regularly communicate with your neighbors

Set up regular check- ins wi th your neighbors to discuss any
concerns,  especial ly dur ing disaster-prone seasons. 
Establ ish a communicat ion method for emergencies,  such as a
group text  or  a pr ivate social  media group. 
Share your disaster preparedness plans with each other,
including evacuat ion routes,  resources, and any potent ia l
chal lenges. 

Create a community network

Form a local  farming group or jo in exist ing organizat ions
focused on disaster preparedness. 
Schedule regular meet ings to discuss emergency plans, share
resources, and conduct jo int  dr i l ls .  
Ensure everyone knows who has what resources (e.g. ,  t ra i lers,
extra feed, shel ter  space) and how to access them in an
emergency. 

List some organizations focused on disaster preparedness that
you could join:

Mutual aid agreements

Establ ish mutual  a id agreements where you and your neighbors
agree to help each other in emergencies.  
Discuss what each farm or ranch can of fer ,  such as
transportat ion,  temporary shel ter ,  or  labor.  
Wri te down these agreements and share copies wi th everyone
involved to ensure c lar i ty and commitment.  



THE ROLE OF NEIGHBORS
Forming an Evacuation Team

Identify Key Team Members 

Choose rel iable neighbors,  fami ly members,  or  employees who
are fami l iar  wi th handl ing l ivestock and can assist  dur ing an
evacuat ion.  
Assign speci f ic  roles to each team member,  such as t ransport ,
animal care,  or  communicat ion.  
Ensure your team includes people who can handle di f ferent types
of l ivestock,  including horses, cat t le,  poul t ry,  or  p igs.  
Designate a backup team in case your pr imary helpers are
unavai lable dur ing a disaster.  

List the names and phone numbers for your evacuation team:

Train Your Team 

Conduct regular t ra in ing sessions to ensure everyone knows how
to load and handle animals safely and ef f ic ient ly.  
Pract ice di f ferent disaster scenar ios,  such as f loods, f i res,  or
storms, so your team knows what to do in each si tuat ion.  
Teach your team how to operate farm equipment,  t ra i lers,  and
other tools they may need dur ing an evacuat ion.  
Make sure everyone understands the speci f ic  needs of  your
animals,  such as feeding schedules,  medical  care,  and handl ing
techniques.

See activity below



THE ROLE OF NEIGHBORS
Use the space below to write out the needs of your livestock in an
evacuation situation that you can share with your team: 



THE ROLE OF NEIGHBORS
Forming an Evacuation Team

Plan and Practice Evacuations

Develop detai led evacuat ion plans that include speci f ic  tasks
for each team member.  
Pract ice loading and transport ing animals regular ly,
s imulat ing real- l i fe condi t ions as much as possible.  
Schedule fu l l -scale dr i l ls  where your team goes through the
ent i re evacuat ion process, f rom gather ing suppl ies to moving
animals to a safe locat ion.  
Af ter each dr i l l ,  review what went wel l  and what needs
improvement,  and update your plans accordingly.  

Stay Informed Together 

Ensure that your team is subscr ibed to local  emergency
alerts and weather not i f icat ions.  
Share real- t ime updates dur ing emergencies,  including road
condi t ions,  f i re paths,  and other relevant informat ion.  
Assign someone to monitor the news and of f ic ia l  reports
whi le others focus on evacuat ion tasks.  

Use the space below to outline your evacuation plan:



WHAT TO HAVE READY IF
OTHERS NEED TO EVACUATE
YOUR ANIMALS 

Animal Identif ication

Provide a l is t  of  a l l  animals wi th ident i f icat ion detai ls,  such as ear
tags, brands, or microchips.  
Include recent photos of  each animal and any dist inguishing marks.  
Label  animals wi th temporary tags or col lars that  can be easi ly
ident i f ied by others.  

Detailed Animal Care Instructions 

Speci f ic  care instruct ions for  each type of  animal,  including feeding
schedules,  d ietary restr ict ions,  and any medical  needs. 

I f  you have animals on medicat ion,  c lear ly label  the medicat ions
and provide instruct ions for  administer ing them. 

Evacuation Routes and Destinations 

Provide your neighbors or evacuat ion team with a map of  your
property,  marking key locat ions l ike barns,  gates,  and water sources.
Highl ight  pr imary and secondary evacuat ion routes.
Include contact  informat ion for pre-arranged evacuat ion s i tes.
Offer al ternat ive dest inat ions i f  the pr imary s i te becomes
inaccessible.  

Transport and Equipment Instructions 

Ensure t rai lers,  hal ters,  ropes, and transport  equipment are easi ly
accessible and in good working condi t ion.  

Leave clear instruct ions on how to hi tch and use trai lers.

Provide a checkl ist  of  necessary suppl ies (e.g. ,  feed, water,  bedding)
and where to f ind them on your property.  

Make sure al l  necessary tools,  such as shovels,  tarps,  and fencing
mater ia ls,  are easi ly accessible.



Use the space below to either draw a map of your farm or
paste an image of your farm, highlighting where animals
and equipment are located:



Emergency Contacts 

Provide a l is t  of  emergency contacts such as local  animal control
and any neighbors who are part  of  your evacuat ion team.
List  any fami ly members or employees who may need to be
contacted dur ing the evacuat ion process.

Authorized People List

Create a l is t  of  people who are author ized to make decis ions on
your behal f  i f  you are not avai lable.  
Inform your team and neighbors about th is l is t  so they know who
to contact  in case of  emergencies.  

Medical Records
 

Provide copies of  each animal ’s medical  records,  including
vaccinat ion history and any known heal th condi t ions.  
Include contact  informat ion for your veter inar ian and any
special ists your animals may need. 

Behavioral Notes 

Provide notes on each animal 's behavior,  including any
tendencies to become anxious or aggressive dur ing t ransport .  
Inform team about any animals that  may require special  at tent ion.

Legal and Insurance Documentation 

Ensure you have proof of  ownership for  a l l  animals and share
with others who may evacuate your animals.
Provide copies of  your insurance pol ic ies that  cover l ivestock,
t ransport ,  and property damage. 

WHAT TO HAVE READY IF
OTHERS NEED TO
EVACUATE YOUR ANIMALS 



AFTER THE EVACUATION
Ensure the Safety of All Animals

Conduct a Headcount

Immediately check that al l  animals are accounted for and assess
their  overal l  condi t ion.
I f  any animals are missing, contact  local  author i t ies,  animal
control ,  and your neighbors to assist  in locat ing them.

Health Check

Inspect animals for  in jur ies,  s igns of  stress,  or  i l lness.
Pay part icular at tent ion to any wounds, dehydrat ion,  or  abnormal
behavior.
I f  any animals require medical  at tent ion,  contact  your
veter inar ian as soon as possible.
Quarant ine any sick or in jured animals to prevent the spread of
disease.

Re-establish Routines
Gradual ly reintroduce animals to their  regular feeding and care
rout ines to reduce stress.
Provide clean water and fami l iar  feed, taking care to monitor
their  intake and digest ive heal th.

Name: Phone:

Address:

Name: Phone:

Address:

List the names and phone numbers for your local veterinarians
who you can contact after an emergency:



Prior i t ize repairs to fences and shel ters to secure your l ivestock.
I f  immediate repairs are not possible,  use temporary fencing or
other mater ia ls to conf ine animals unt i l  permanent solut ions can be
implemented.

AFTER THE EVACUATION
Assess Farm Damage

Inspect Property

Conduct a thorough inspect ion of  your farm, focusing on barns,
fences, water sources, and equipment.
Look for any structural  damage that could pose a r isk to l ivestock,
such as col lapsed barns,  damaged fencing, or hazardous debr is.

Clear Hazards

Repair Fencing and Shelters

Safely remove any fal len t rees, downed power l ines,  or  sharp
objects f rom areas where animals are housed or wi l l  be grazing.
I f  there is f looding, ensure that any standing water is drained to
prevent contaminat ion and disease.

Document and Report Damage

Photograph and Record

Take detai led photographs of  a l l  damage to your property,
equipment,  and l ivestock.
Create a wr i t ten record of  the extent of  the damage, including dates
and t imes, to assist  wi th insurance claims and disaster rel ief
appl icat ions.

File Insurance Claims

Contact  your insurance provider to report  damage and begin the
claims process.
Provide them with the documentat ion you’ve gathered, including
photos,  receipts,  and a detai led inventory of  losses.



AFTER THE EVACUATION

Assess Farm Damage

Seek Assistance

Reach out to local  and state agr icul tural  agencies,  as wel l  as
disaster rel ief  organizat ions,  for  any avai lable f inancial  a id or
recovery programs.
I f  you are a member of  the Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, inquire
about any speci f ic  resources or assistance they may of fer .

Reconnect with Your Community

Check on Neighbors

Reach out to neighbors and fel low farmers to ensure their  safety
and of fer  help i f  needed.
Share resources, such as feed, water,  or  equipment,  wi th those
who may have been more severely af fected by the disaster.

Participate in Community Recovery Efforts
Join community meet ings or in i t iat ives focused on disaster
recovery.
Col laborate wi th local  author i t ies and organizat ions to ensure that
everyone in your farming community has access to the support  they
need.

Update Your Disaster Plan

Reflect  on the disaster and evaluate how your evacuat ion and
recovery ef for ts went.
Ident i fy any areas where your plan could be improved and make
necessary adjustments.
Share your exper iences and lessons learned with your neighbors
and community to help everyone be better prepared in the future.



AFTER THE EVACUATION
Mental and Emotional Well-being

Take Care of Yourself

Recognize that disasters can be emot ional ly and mental ly
draining. I t ’s  important to pr ior i t ize your wel l -being.
Seek support  f rom fami ly,  f r iends, or professional  counselors i f
you are feel ing overwhelmed.

Support Your Community

Be mindful  of  the emot ional  to l l  on your neighbors and of fer
support  where you can.
Encourage open communicat ion wi thin your community,  and
check in regular ly wi th those who may be struggl ing.

By following this checklist,  you can help ensure a more organized and
effective recovery process after a disaster.  Remember that rebuilding

takes t ime, but with careful planning, community support,  and a focus on
the well-being of your animals,  you can recover and continue to thrive.
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