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Special Order of Business 2026 

Food and Farm Policy for the Future of Family Agriculture 

Whereas, family farmers across the country are enduring the fourth consecutive year of increasing input 
costs and decreasing commodity prices, decreasing the ability to access necessary operating loans, and  

Whereas, trade deficits continue to grow, with commodity exports dropping and record crops predicted, 
presenting a situation where there will be little to no room to store this year’s crops, and  

Whereas, new and beginning farmers and ranchers, including the next generation of existing family farms 
and ranches, are facing the highest risk, and  

Whereas, corporate monopolies in the supply and sales sectors of agriculture continue to show record 
profits and further consolidate, and  

Whereas, current policies have led to reliance on export markets and the subsequent overproduction of 
many commodities, necessitating government payments for survival,  

Therefore, be it resolved, RMFU calls for a systemic change in the food and farm policies of the United 
States government to bring fairness to family farmers and ranchers, including:  

• Emphasis on government programs which provide a true safety net and not a program that relies on 
perpetual annual “safety net” payment.  

• Farm programs and policies which encourage and incentivize more diverse crop production and 
inclusion of livestock in operations.  

• Tiered subsidy levels on crop and revenue protection products, prioritizing the success of family 
farms and ranches.  

• A cap on all government program payments which are tied to individual owners, not to operational 
structure.  

• FSA loan and loan guarantee programs to restructure debt of family farms and ranches. 

• A ban on government agricultural program payments to all foreign individuals and entities.  

• Imposing tariffs on imported products which are also produced in the US to level the cost of foreign 
production and currency differences.  

• Temporary, voluntary and compensated land set aside programs to match production to demand and 
reduce current stockpile.  

• Enforcement of Packers and Stockyards and the Sherman Act, up to and including forced breakup of 
monopolies and oligopolies. 

• Passage of a new anti-trust law that explicitly sets anti-trust policy to police harmful dominance 
rather than consumer welfare.  

• Aggressive DOJ/SEC investigation and scrutiny on all proposed corporate mergers/buy outs to ensure 
they do not create or reinforce market dominance or otherwise harm competitive conditions.  

• Tax policy changes which incentivize the survival of family farms and ranches and encourage operator 
ownership of agricultural land. 

• Overhaul of all checkoff programs which:  
o Prevents any persons or organizations lobbying from receiving check off dollars.  
o Prioritizes the development of domestic markets.  
o Encourages production which more closely matches demand.  
o Works on behalf of producers of the commodities.  
o Requires periodic approval of a majority of the producers who pay checkoff fees to continue 

collecting checkoff dollars.  


